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The Results of Dr. Ward's Trip.— The results of Dr. Ward's trip to the 
■" East " have been even more satisfactory, both to himself and to those who were 
interested in his journey, than could reasonably have been anticipated. Before 
any steps of a definite character could be taken in reference to exploration, it was 
necessary that some one should spy out the land. No person better fitted to do this 
preparatory service could have been selected than Dr. Ward. At great personal 
risk and sacrifice, he has accomplished the work mapped out. It now remains to be 
seen whether others will follow up his labors ; i. e., whether money can be secured 
with which to carry on exploration, and whether men can be found to do the work 
in a creditable manner. The good to be accomplished by an expenditure of money 
for such a purpose cannot be overestimated. Indeed, from no other source may 
there be expected greater help for the better understanding of the Bible, than 
from this particular field of investigation. Moreover, the time is at hand, when 
this work must be done. A quarter of a century hence will be too late. Already 
the natives are beginning to value too highly the " ruins " from which we expect 
to gain so much. It would be difficult to designate a way in which large sums of 
money could be employed more advantageously for the cause of sound biblical 
study. Shall not those who are able come forward and assist in carrying on 
this most worthy enterprise? 



The Opportunity for American Scholarship in Old Testament Study.— It re- 
quires no Hebrew spectacles to see that, at the present time, Old Testament and 
kindred studies command the large share of attention in theological circles. The 
multiplication of Be views and Review Articles, the increased study of the Semitic 
languages, the eager interest with which old questions of this department in new 
form are discussed, the comparatively large amount of space given to their dis- 
cussion, even in the newspapers both religious and secular, the patient industry 
of the many scholars who are now giving themselves to the careful reproduction 
•of the best sources of information on Old Testament themes, all go to show that 
we have begun, but also only begun, a movement of immense proportions and one 
which is bound to be accompanied with significant and far reaching consequences. 
Now, have American scholars any thing to do in such a movement ? or is it wise 
to leave to our brethren across the water the solution of questions of such moment, 
under the impression that they are better prepared, or have better opportunities, 
to prosecute the necessary investigations ? In other words, shall young men be 
encouraged to become specialists in Old Testament study V Is there any field for 
them ? Will there be an answer to honorable ambition ? Are the opportunities 
of such surpassing value that they cannot be ignored ? We think they are, and, 
among other reasons, for the following : — 

1. There was never a time when the tools needed for study of the Old Testa- 
ment were so numerous, so valuable and so comprehensive. 



